
ORDINANCE NO. 2019-18 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF ST. PETE BEACH, 
AMENDING THE LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE, SECTION 2.1 
WORDS, TERMS AND PHRASES DEFINED; SECTION 22.4. 
TYPE, QUALITY AND SIZE OF PLANT MATERIAL; SECTION 
22.14. - TREE REMOVAL PERMIT REQUIREMENTS; AND 
AMENDING APPENDIX "A" OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES 
TO PROVIDE FOR A WORK WITHOUT A TREE PERMIT FEE, 
PROVIDING FOR CODIFICATION, PROVIDING FOR 
SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR REPEAL OF ORDINANCES 
IN CONFLICT; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

WHEREAS, the City Commission of the City of St. Pete Beach periodically finds 
sections in its Land Development Code which require clarification , updating and/or 
amending ; and 

WHEREAS, the City's Land Development Code also serves to maintain an environment 
conducive to the health, safety, welfare of the City's residents , and preserves and 
enhances property values within the City; and 

WHEREAS, on October 21 , 2019 and November 18, 2019, the City's Planning Board 
sitting as the Local Planning Agency held a public hearing to consider the proposed 
Land Development Code changes and provided recommendations to the City 
Commission ; and 

WHEREAS , the City Commission has found this ordinance to be in the best interest, 
safety and welfare of the citizens of the City and 

WHEREAS, notice of this ordinance has been provided in accordance with applicable 
law. 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF ST. PETE BEACH 
FLORIDA, HEREBY ORDAINS: 

SECTION 1. Recitals . The above recitals ("Whereas" clauses) are hereby adopted as 
legislative findings , purpose and intent of the City Commission . 

SECTION 2. The provisions in this Section pertaining to the City's Land Development 
Code are amended as follows : 

Division 2, Sec. 2.1 (Words, terms and phrases defined) shall be amended as 
follows: 

*** 
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Pervious refers to any surface or material that permits water penetration into the 
ground. Such materials may include stone, shell, gravel, artificial turf and other similar 
nonvegetative materials installed in such a manner to permit water to penetrate the 
ground beneath the material. The materials may be provided with a porous 
underlayment for stability or to enhance attractiveness of the area so long as the 
surface and any underlayment remains pervious. 

*** 

Sec. 22.4. - (Type, quality and size of plant material) shall be amended as follows: 

*** 

(f) Ground covers. Vegetative ground covers in lieu of grass, in whole or in part, shall 
be planted in such a manner as to present a finished appearance and reasonably 
complete coverage . In no instance shall nonvegetative pervious material (for the 
purposes of this section , stone, shell, gravel , and artificial turf only) be utilized for 
more than 20 percent of the minimum required pervious area, nor shall such material 
adversely affect abutting properties , waterways, or the right-of-way. The 20 percent 
maximum nonvegetative portion of the requ ired pervious area may be increased 
administratively if the property owner installs an innovative landscape design that 
incorporates features that retain stormwater onsite , reduces the need for ground water 
irrigation , or increases the tree canopy as determined by professional best practices 
which include, but are not limited to , Florida-friendly landscaping, xeriscaping , and 
low-impact development. New construction that exceeds 10% of the zoning lot area, or 
the granting of an undue and unnecessary hardship variance or practical difficulty 
variance, shall require full compliance with this section. A recommended list of 
vegetative ground covers to be used includes, but is not limited to, the following : 

Gal/ardia Pullchella (Gallardia)* 

Helianthus Oebius (Beach Sunflower)* 

Lantana Camara (Dwarf Yellow Lantana)* 

Trachelospernum Jasmine Varigated (Varegated Confederate 
Jasmine)* 

Trachelospernum Jasmine Minima Varegated (Varegated Dwarf 
Confederated Jasmine)* 

Trachelospernum Jasminoides (Confederate Jasmine)* 

Licania michauxii (Gopher Apple) 

Scaevola plumieri (lnkberry) 

Stachytarpheta jamaicensis (Prone Porterweed)* 

Zamia pumila (Coontie)* 
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Muhlenbergia capillaris (Muh ley Grass)* 

*** 

Sec. 22.14. - (Tree removal permit requirements) shall be amended as follows: 

(a) Unless preempted by state law, any person desiring a permit to remove a tree as 
required by this section shall make written application , accompanied by the payment of 
the applicable fee set forth in Appendix A, St. Pete Beach Code of Ordinances, to the 
city manager. 

SECTION 3. "Appendix A" of the Code of Ordinance is hereby amended as illustrated 
in "Exhibit A, " which is attached and made a part of this Ordinance. 

SECTION 4. Conflicts. All ordinances or parts of ordinances, in conflict herewith are 
hereby repealed to the extent of any conflict with the Ordinance. 

SECTION 5. Severability. The provisions of this Ordinance are declared to be 
severable, and if any section , sentence, clause or phrase of this Ordinance shall for any 
reason be held to be invalid or unconstitutional , such decision shall not affect the validity 
of the remaining sections, sentences, clauses , and phrases of this Ordinance but they 
shall remain in effect, it being the legislative intent that this Ordinance shall stand 
notwithstanding the invalidity of any part. 

SECTION 6. Construction . This Ordinance is to be liberally construed to accomplish its 
objectives. 

SECTION 7. Publication. This Ordinance shall be published in accordance with the 
requirements of law. 

SECTION 8. Effective Date. This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon 
adoption . 
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FIRST READING: 11/12/2019 

PUBLISHED: 11/29/2019 

SECOND READING: 12/10/2019 

PUBLIC HEARING: 12/10/2019 

I, Rebecca C. Haynes, City Clerk of the City of St. Pete Beach , Florida, do hereby 
certify that the foregoing Ordinance was duly adopted in accordance with the provisions 
of applicable law this I~-t)l day of Dewvtl:?tr, 2019. 

APPROVED AS TO LEGAL FORM AND CORRECTNESS: 


City Attorney 


Andrew Dickman, Esq . 
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"Exhibit A" 

APPENDIX A - FEE SCHEDULE 

This appendix includes fees and charges that do not appear in other sections of the 
Code of Ordinances. 

Description Amount I 


Chapter 130. Vegetation 

Tree removal permit application filing fee 25.00 

I 
Tree removal permit appeal fee 20.00 

Commencement of work without tree removal permit 100.00 

*** 


*** 
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